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Seminar On Library Services, Bibliography,
Documentation, Arab Manuscripts and Natonial
Archives, Damascus 2 - 11 October 1971

The seminar was held under the auspecies of the Arab Educat-
tional, Cultural and Scientific Oraganization with the coopertion of
the Arab Syrian Government. The following Arab countries were
represented : Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lybia, Qatar, Syria
and Tunisia. There were representatives of several organizations
such as Aecso, Unesco, Arab Teachers Union, Palestine Research
Centre and Industrial Development Centre.

Participants divided into four committees :

1) Library Services .

2) Bibliography and Documentation .

3) Arab Manuscripts .

4) National Archives .

The first committee discussed and made recommendations on
following topics : Public libraries , School libraries , University
libraries , National libraries , Special libraries , Librarians , library
buildings and equipment .

Recommendations of the second committee covered the
following ; Copyright law, National bibliography, Arab bibliegraphy,
Subject bibliography, Bibliography of bibliographies, Periodical

-5 -



guides and indexes, Union catalogues , Documentation Cataloguing ,
leassification and subject headings'.

The following were the subjects discussed by the third committee:
Survey of Arab manuscripts,Publishing valuable manuscripts, Repair

maintenance aud prescrvation of manusecripts .

The fourth committee made recommecudations coneerning national

archives with emphasis on the situation in Arab countries .

General sessions were held and gencral rccommendations were
taken covering finance . library legislation. library cooperation |,
exchange of library experiences , a five year or ten year plan for
translating into Arabic the main books ou library science , issuing
library journals , estabilshing library departments in Arab universi-
ties . encouraging and increasing fellowships and scholarships to

study library science in Arab nniversities and abroad .
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